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Amid controversy over the US military’s use of popular video game characters in recruitment ads,
the US Department of Defense said Monday it has “no plans” to change how it uses such

advertisements to attract people to the US military. Ads featuring Medal of Honor, NBA 2K, EA
Sports, Activision, DICE, and other games were posted online in recent weeks for recruiting

purposes. But many critics have raised the issue of whether such endorsements have a negative
impact on recruitment and the perception of the military. Those criticizing the ads have

expressed concerns with promoting video games – particularly violent ones – as a legitimate
profession, and point out that the military already promotes both video game and movie stars as

sports athletes. Ad campaign divides Americans The controversial ads are the result of a July
2010 ad campaign that the Department of Defense implemented to assist recruiting. The military

employs such ads to appeal to people with special interests: technology, sports, and the
entertainment industry. The US military’s former chief marketing officer, Carl Ruddy, was quoted
in the July 2010 Wall Street Journal as saying the campaign was developed to appeal to a target
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demographic of young, male users of electronic entertainment devices: In the end, our goal was
to reach teenagers as much as possible. The July 2010 ads depicted the US military’s goals and
missions as something that video games, film, and entertainment were designed to accomplish.

One of the ads, which depicted the US military as an actor on the playfield of a video game,
presented the US military’s missions with terms such as “the Hollywood sequel,” “battlefield

Hollywood,” and “we’re the country’s real-life video game.” “Our mission is to produce the best
video games and make stars out of all of our recruits,” read one of the ads. Critics decried the
ads The July 2010 campaign initially garnered widespread criticism online. The ads prompted
more than 20,000 Facebook comments, many of which questioned the military’s need to use
characters from popular media to recruit people to the military. A Facebook group titled “Stop

using video game stars in military recruitment commercials” had more than 12,500 members by
July 2010. Comments on the group’s home page included: “The military gave us our

entertainment. We don’t
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